
The Best of Economic Development in Metro Houston 
 
1. Houston's Most Important Employers 
 
Phillips 66 
Sysco 
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
 
Also receiving votes: Baker Hughes; Conoco Phillips; ExxonMobil; 
Halliburton.  
 
2. Houston's Most Important New Employers 
 
ExxonMobil 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries  
Occidental Petroleum  
 
Also receiving votes: Direct Energy; SABIC; Waste Connections.  
 
3. Houston's Most Admired Companies 
 
Phillips 66 
Schlumberger 
Sysco 
 
Also receiving votes: Kinder Morgan; Memorial Hermann Health System; 
Texas Medical Center. 
 
4. Best Places to Live in Metro Houston 
 
Cinco Ranch-Fort Bend County 
Sugar Land-Fort Bend County 
The Woodlands-Montgomery County 
 
Also receiving votes: El Lago; Friendswood; Fulshear; Katy; League City; 
Meadows Place; New Territory; Pearland; Richmond; Seabrook; Stafford; 
Taylor Lake Village.  
 
5. Best Places in Houston for Creatives 
 



East End 
Heights 
Midtown 
Montrose 
 
Also receiving votes: Garden Oaks; Oak Forest; Pearland; West University.  
 
6. Best Public School Systems in Metro Houston 
 
Friendswood Independent School District-Galveston/Harris Counties 
Katy Independent School District-Fort Bend County 
Pearland Independent School District-Brazoria County 
 
Also receiving votes: Clear Creek Independent School District; Conroe 
Independent School District; Humble Independent School District. 
 
7. Best Places for Headquarter Operations in Metro Houston 
 
Energy Corridor 
Greenspoint 
Sugar Land 
The Woodlands 
 
Also receiving votes: Downtown Houston; Northwest Harris County; 
Westchase District. 
 
8. Best Places for Startups in Metro Houston 
 
Houston Technology Center 
Rice Alliance 
RED Labs 
 
Also receiving votes: Surge Accelerator. 
 
9. Best Places to Start a Business in Metro Houston's Suburbs 
 
Katy 
League City 
Stafford 
Sugar Land 



Webster 
 
Also receiving votes: Deer Park; The Woodlands. 
 
10. Best Places for the Life Sciences in Metro Houston 
 
Houston 
Pearland  
Sugar Land 
The Woodlands 
 
Also receiving votes: Conroe; Friendswood; Stafford.  
 
11. Best Large Blocks of Class A Office Space in Metro Houston 
 
Downtown Houston 
Energy Corridor 
Greenspoint 
 
12. Best Places for Distribution Centers in Metro Houston 
 
Baytown 
Cedar Port Industrial Park 
Cypress 
Katy 
 
Also receiving votes: Conroe; Houston; Humble; Northwest Houston 
 
13. Best Small Town Manufacturing Workforces in Metro Houston 
 
Baytown 
La Porte 
Pasadena 
 
Also receiving votes: Freeport; Texas City.  
 
14. Best Places for Manufacturing in the North Houston Region 
 
Conroe 
The Woodlands 



Tomball 
 
15. Best Places for Manufacturing in the East Houston Region 
 
Baytown 
La Porte 
Pasadena 
 
16. Best Places for Manufacturing in the South Houston Region 
 
Angleton 
Brazoria County 
Freeport 
Pearland 
 
17. Best Places for Manufacturing in the West Houston Region 
 
Katy 
Rosenberg 
Sealy 
 
18. Best Industrial/Flex Sites in Metro Houston 
 
AmeriPort Industrial Park-Chambers County 
Generation Park-Harris County 
Cedar Port Industrial Park-Chambers County 
 
19. Best Community Colleges in Metro Houston for Workforce 
Training 
 
Houston Community College 
Lone Star College 
San Jacinto College 
 
20. Fastest Growing Counties in Metro Houston (2010-2014) 
 
Fort Bend County 17 Percent 
Harris County 11 Percent 
Brazoria County 8.1 Percent 


